A Place at the Table
Lifted - Blessed - Broken - Shared

Welcome to Kansas City! We have been anxiously awaiting your arrival for the
past two years. It seems like such a short time since we were in Little Rock raising
our voices in song, liturgy, and worship, and today we gather around a new table
to renew old friendships, make new ones, and learn and worship together again
as the Fellowship Family.
If this is your first convocation, we welcome you and are thrilled that you have
chosen to join us at the table this week. We pray that you will find lasting
relationships that will engage you, support you, and encourage you in your local
ministries. If you are a returning member, we pray that you’ll grow deeper in
your long-time relationships but also find ways to reach out to the new friends at
our ever-expanding table.
Through our worship this week we will be on a spiritual journey that is tied through our four major worship events.
We will celebrate the past and look forward to the future in our times of fellowship through meals, impromptu
conversations, and shared laughter and stories. We will be renewed and encouraged through the words of our
outstanding plenary speakers and we will enjoy the sounds of glorious music through our many reading sessions and
our finale concert, “The River of Light,” featuring choir, orchestra and soloists along with the sound of the voices of the
entire Fellowship.
This is going to be a great week of worship, learning, engaging and listening to God’s voice. We are at a momentous
time in the life of The United Methodist Church and we, as church leaders, can help our entire denomination to move
forward through our gifts as artistic leaders. Music and the arts can be the balm that soothes us in rough and hurtful
times. We hope that when you leave this week that you will be renewed for ministry in whatever way that God wants
to use you in your local congregations and in the church at large. Take time to “be still” and listen for God’s still, small
voice as you prepare to open your tables to all who might need a place at them.
Thank you for choosing to spend your week with us. We plan to make this a momentous moment in the life of your
ministry. We are blessed to have you at the table with us this week. Please let us know if there is anything that we can do
to make your time here more pleasant and valuable to your ministry as a whole. We look forward to serving you!
In grateful service,

2019 Convocation Design Team
Kevin Bogan, Chair
David Bone, Executive Director
Shawn Gingrich, National President
Tracy DePue
Stephen Mitchell, Vendor Coordinator
Jay Regennitter

Amy Rosine
Carla Swank Fox, Communications Director
Tom Taylor, Event Manager
Trenton Teegarden, Chair 2021
Jacqueline Thompson

2019 Worship Design Team:
Jennifer Pick, Worship Chair
Mark Herris, Worship Coordinator
Sheila Beckford, Carrie Chavarria, Greg Norton, Todd Pick

“Come Sit at the Table,” by William Rose. Mural located on the prayer walk at The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, KS.
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General Information
Courtesies
In our high-tech world, keeping in touch with family, friends, and co-workers is a must. As a courtesy to your
colleagues and presenters, please silence cell phones and anything that “beeps” when attending sessions and worship
services. Thank you!

Nametags and Participation
All event participants must be registered. All plenaries, seminar sessions and meals will require a nametag for entrance.

Transportation
If you purchased the event transportation pass with your registration, you may use the motor coaches on Monday and
Thursday. The coaches will depart from the Lobby Entrance to the hotel. One accessible coach will be available for
transport to nearby worship sites on Tuesday and Wednesday for those not able to safely walk. If you did not purchase
a pass, please inquire at the Event Information Desk (Floor 2) to see if additional passes are available.

Meals
The Fellowship excels at creating relationships that lead to hospitality, fellowship, and nurture. Meals at the
Convocation are designed not only to nourish the body, but also to nourish the spirit and mind as well with lively
conversation and relationship building.
Breakfast may be purchased in the hotel restaurant or from a few nearby restaurants located near the hotel. Each room
is equipped with a coffee maker, allowing the option of having breakfast in your room with pastries, bagels, fruit, etc.
that you bring along. A “quick breakfast” option is located at the bar area in the hotel lobby where you can pick up
coffee, tea, fruit, pastries, etc.
Monday lunch is provided for all registered Intensive participants at Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral, just a short walk
from the hotel. Those participating in the Dance Intensive and the Contemporary Worship Intensive will have lunch
delivered to their respective church venues.
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday lunches are on your own. Explore Kansas City dining. See the Event Information
Desk (Floor 2) for dining guides and signups for small groups that will dine out together.
Dinners on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday are part of the meal package that you purchased with your
registration. All persons eating must be pre-registered for these meals. Dinners on Monday and Wednesday will be
served in Basie Ballroom AB; dinner on Thursday will be served at Church of the Resurrection. On Tuesday evening,
dinner will be on your own. Many restaurants can be found along the way to the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection Downtown, which is where we will gather for worship. Free Streetcar service is available.
Special Meals: Vegetarian and other specific dietary meals will be prepared for those who requested them in advance
(prior to July 1). Special tickets will be given at registration to those who requested these meals. If you have questions,
please see Tom Huis or Tom Taylor in the Event Office. If you did not make your request when you registered, please
inquire at the Event Information Desk.
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Addresses & Directions
Kansas City Marriott Downtown
Convocation hotel
200 W. 12th St.
Kansas City, MO 64105
(816) 421-6800

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral
Group lunches, Monday Intensives,
Tuesday & Wednesday seminars,
Wednesday evening worship
415 W. 13th St.
Kansas City, MO 64105
(816) 474-8260
kccathedral.org

Directions
(an easy 5-10 minute, 3-block walk)
Google Maps: http://bit.ly/GraceHolyTrinity
• From the Marriott main entrance, walk to the
right (West 12th St) toward the Folly Theater.
• For a more shaded walk, turn left on Central and
walk beside the Convention Center to West 13th St.
• Turn right and walk beneath the Convention
Center along West 13th St.
• Cross Broadway, then turn left.
• The church is at Broadway and West 14th St.;
Founders Hall is off the courtyard.

St. James United Methodist Church
Monday Intensive, Monday evening worship
5540 Wayne Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64110
(816) 444-5588
stjamesumc.com

Approx. Distance/Drive Time from Marriott
7.5 miles, 15 minutes
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United Methodist Church
of the Resurrection Downtown

Monday Intensive, Tuesday evening worship
1601 Grand Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64108
(816) 979-1330
cor.org/downtown
Directions
(a 15-20 minute trip, including a ride on the Streetcar)
Google Maps: http://bit.ly/MarriottRez
• From the Marriott main entrance, walk to the left
(West 12th St) and down the hill 2 blocks to Main
St.
• Do not cross Main St, but turn right and wait for
the free Streetcar (Metro Center stop).
• Ride 2 stops to the Kauffman Center stop. Walk
back to West 16th St., turn right, and cross Main
Street.
• Walk 4 blocks on East 16th St. to Grand Blvd.
The church is in a brown brick building at 16th and
Grand.
• To return, walk back to Main St and take the
streetcar back (to the right) to the Metro Center
stop, then walk up the hill 2 blocks on West 12th St.

United Methodist Church
of the Resurrection

Thursday afternoon plenary/seminars,
Thursday evening worship, dinner, & concert
13720 Roe Ave.
Leawood, KS 66224
(913) 897-0120
cor.org
Approx. Distance/Drive Time from Marriott
22 miles, 30-45 minutes

Vendors & Exhibitors
Please visit and support our convocation exhibitors and vendors. Plan to share your resources with these
great companies as they have shared their resources to be with you at this event. Future participation by these
vendors is determined by sales this year, so plan to stock up on all your worship needs. Many exhibitors and
vendors are offering great discounts to event attendees!

Music Supplier: J.W. Pepper, Inc.
Augsburg Fortress
Beckenhorst Press, Inc.
Celebrating Grace
Choristers Guild
Cokesbury
Color 4 The Journey
Discipleship Ministries
Educational Opportunities Tours, Inc.

Fashions by Sarah
Hinshaw Music Company
Hope Publishing
J. W. Pepper, Inc.
Jubilate Music Group
The Lorenz Corporation
MorningStar Music Publishers
Needling God

Vendor Hours:
Monday, July 15
1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.		
Tuesday, July 16
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.		

Vendors Open

Wednesday, July 17
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.		

Vendors Open

Vendors Open

Thursday, July 18
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.		

Vendors Open

Sponsors:
Thank you to Choristers Guild for sponsoring John Pavlovitz this week. More information about Choristers Guild can
be found at choristersguild.org.
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Download the Convo 2019 Event App
http://my.yapp.us/2THETABLE19
Create your own customized schedule! Works on tablets!
No account set-up required!
Our Convocation 2019 event app contains the full schedule of the week’s
activities. You’ll also receive notifications regarding session changes,
breaking news, and other important information throughout the week.
Download the app on iOS or Android:
1. Visit the URL above (or scan the QR code) on your device and follow the
instructions on page.
2. You’ll be asked to install Yapp from the app store (if you don’t have it
already).
3. Open Yapp and tap “Download an existing Yapp” and our app will appear.
Don’t have an iOS or Android device? You can view this app from your desktop browser by visiting the URL above.
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The Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts
Biennial Business Meeting
July 27, 2017 - 6:00 pm
Little Rock Marriott - Grand Ballroom B & C
Little Rock, Arkansas
THE GATHERING
● Laura Jaquith Bartlett, 2015-2017 President, welcomed the gathering and offered prayer.
● Laura Jaquith Bartlett offered the minutes of the previous meeting for review and correction. With no
corrections, the minutes were adopted.
THE PROCLAMATION
● Laura Jaquith Bartlett, President, offered remarks.
● Tracy DePue presented “A Place at the Table” as the theme for the 2019 Convocation in Kansas City,
Missouri.
THE RESPONSE
● Laura Jaquith Bartlett recognized Joe Stobaugh, Immediate Past-President, for his service with the
Nominating Committee.
● Joe Stobaugh recognized the persons who served on the 2015-2017 Nominating Committee.
● Laura Jaquith Bartlett recognized all persons who have served as national officers, local chapter officers,
and who have served on chapter and national task forces and committees for The Fellowship; all persons
who served on the 2015-2017 Fellowship Council; and the Fellowship’s staff members, David Bone,
Dave Wiltse, and Carla Swank Fox.
● Joe Stobaugh named and installed the officers for the 2017-2019 Fellowship Board.
● Shawn Gingrich, President-Elect, named the following persons as the 2019-2021 Nominating Committee:
Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Chair (WJ), Jacqueline Thompson (NCJ), Ann Ables (SCJ), Anne Hook (SEJ),
Lynne Stallworth (NEJ).
● Shawn Gingrich offered remarks as the 2017-2019 President.
● Joe Stobaugh explained the V. Earle Copes Award; David Bone named and reflected on the first recipient
of the Award; Janet Lee presented the Award to Sara Collins; David Bone presented additional Awards
to Brad Kisner, Jane Collins Kisner, and Nancy Collins Farrington. All recipients were present to receive
the Awards.
NEW BUSINESS
● Andy Oliver, Fellowship Member, offered the following resolution to be affirmed by the body:
“As we have gathered in Little Rock and awakened from our slumber, we have been transformed as individuals
and as a community. We have turned a corner and are not looking back. As a changed people, it would be a
mistake to leave this place without naming the work we have left to do. Therefore, be it resolved, we the
membership of the Fellowship gathered this day call upon the Fellowship Board to help us live out this new vision
in the world in our life together. We know that the body of Christ is at its best when the gifts of all are celebrated
and utilized. Therefore, we call the Fellowship Board to be intentional about choosing organizational and event
leadership that is reflective of the diversity that is the body of Christ. We have been asleep to the ways we have
reinforced systems that keep many of us at the center and others of us at the margins. Therefore, we call on the
Fellowship Board to provide professionally taught learning experiences that address cultural and systematic
racism. We have been reminded that we must be in relationship with persons who have historically been
marginalized, in order to listen and to find ways to amplify their voices. Therefore, in order to offer radical
hospitality that breaks through barriers, visible and invisible, we call the Fellowship Board to facilitate the writing
of a Welcome Statement that will intentionally include all who need to hear they are welcomed and valued in
Jesus Christ. Thank you.”
●
●

Shawn Gingrich called for a consensus regarding this resolution.
The resolution was approved by the gathering through applause.

THE SENDING FORTH
● David Bone led us in the singing of The Fellowship Hymn.
● Shawn Gingrich adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully submitted, Victoria Schwarz, Recording Secretary
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O God Who Gathers into One
(ʺThe Fellowship Hymnʺ)

 

Broadly


  

1. O
(2. O)
(3. O)
(4. O)
(5. O)

  



God
God
God
God
God,

 

of
through
as
wis ‐
gath ‐



1‐4

  

thee.
praise.
praise.
praise.

10

the
the
we
dom
ered



vine
too,
come,
give;
gain;

God
God
God
God
we

who
of
of
of
u ‐

    


keep ‐ ers
chang ‐ ing
guide
us
pray
for
who
are

 






of
chil
our
Mas
your
per
cre ‐ a
stir
wom












gath
proph
pres
un
nite

‐

‐
‐



‐






 

dren
ter’s
fect
tive
en,








‐
‐



to
ly
and
to
to

‐





from
work
will
lives
chil ‐

one
days,
now,
come,
one

all
un
‐
come
we
all

    






we
we
we
we
thou

 

2. O
3. O
4. O
5. O



all
to
be
to
dren,










fel ‐ low ‐ ship
A
Make
your ser ‐
us
to
your king ‐
make
to
the gifts
use
our hearts
Come, warm

u ‐ ni
of
‐
ty,
an ‐ cient
of
days,
of pres ‐ ent
days,
fu ‐ ture
of
days,
may sing your
praise,



in
ear
here
times
in



faith:
years:
seek
true
here.

‐
‐
‐
‐
‐





ers
ets’
ent
known
us



Words and Music by
Philip E. Baker





time:
do.
done:
live:
men,



lift
lift
lift
lift
God

5

days.

Words and tune © 1989 The Fellowship of United Methodists
in Music and Worship Arts

di ‐
vants,
dom
you
a
‐



O
O
O
O
that




our
our
our
our
of





songs
songs
songs
songs
all



to
of
of
of
our



Monday, July 15
8:00 a.m.

Registration Open (until 5:30 p.m.)

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Intensive Seminars (pre-registration required):

		
		
		
		

Basie Ballroom Foyer

Contemporary Worship Intensive
“River of Light” Choir Experience
Handbell Intensive with Rezound!
Dance Intensive
Organ Crawl

Church of the Resurrection Downtown
Basie Ballroom C
Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral
St. James UMC (Meet in Marriott Lobby)
Various (Meet in Marriott Lobby)

1:00 - 1:30 p.m.
First-Time Convocation Attendees Reception
Also repeated at 5:00 p.m.
		
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Choral Reading Spectacular

5:00 - 5:30 p.m.

First-Time Convocation Attendees Reception

Andy Kirk A

		
Don’t miss this multi-publisher choral reading session that will
		
include music from 7 publishers!! This session is in addition to
		
the reading sessions throughout the event and is complimentary
		
for all convocation registrants. This will be a great way to kick off
		
the convocation! Don’t miss it!

Basie Ballroom C

Andy Kirk A

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Dinner
Basie Ballroom AB
Find your “place at the table” and enjoy dinner with all convocation
		

		
		
		

6:30 - 6:50 p.m.

participants. Designated “Table Hosts” will help you to find a table
and become acquainted with others. Dinner will include the presentation
of the Roger Deschner Award.

Buses to evening worship

7:30 p.m.
Evening Worship
			
8:45 - 9:00 p.m.

Buses back to hotel

9:30 - 11:00 p.m.

Fellowship Time

Marriott Lobby (beyond escalators)
St. James UMC
5540 Wayne Ave, Kansas City, MO, 64110

Marriott Lobby Bar
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Monday, July 15
Intensive Seminars (9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.)
Contemporary Worship Intensive
Justin Huey & Matt Bisel

UMC Church of the Resurrection Downtown
1601 Grand Blvd, Kansas City, MO, 64108
http://bit.ly/MarriottRez

Resurrection Downtown, a setting designed especially for contemporary modern worship, is the laboratory for new
music within Church of the Resurrection. Worship leaders Justin Huey and Matt Bisel will guide you through
everything from planning worship in a more contemporary style to creating services aimed directly at inner city
dwellers. In addition, they will provide examples of new music created especially for the downtown campus by
musicians and congregants within the church itself. The use of a band, recruiting a band, using hymns in a modern
setting and other contemporary issues will be discussed.
Lunch will be served at the church.
Directions (15-20 minute trip, including a ride on the Streetcar):
•
•
•
•
•

From the Marriott main entrance, walk to the left (West 12th St) and down the hill 2 blocks to Main St.
Do not cross Main St, but turn right and wait for the free Streetcar (Metro Center stop).
Ride 2 stops to the Kauffman Center stop. Walk back to West 16th St., turn right, and cross Main Street.
Walk 4 blocks on East 16th St. to Grand Blvd. The church is in a brown brick building at 16th and Grand.
To return, walk back to Main St and take the streetcar back (to the right) to the Metro Center stop, then walk
up the hill 2 blocks on West 12th St.

“The River of Light” Choir Experience
Kevin Bogan & Troy Armstrong

Basie Ballroom C

Be a part of a new choral work, “The River of Light,” as you join with the Church of the Resurrection Choir and
Orchestra to present this 75-minute original oratorio based on the stories found in the Resurrection Window. Troy
Armstrong, the composer of “The River of Light,” will join with Kevin Bogan, traditional music director at the Church
of the Resurrection, to prepare you to sing in the closing worship event of the Convocation.
Lunch will be served at Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral (see Handbell Intensive description for walking directions).
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Monday, July 15
Intensive Seminars (9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. continued)
Handbell Intensive with Rezound!
Rezound!

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral (Founders Hall)
415 W. 13th St., Kansas City, MO, 64105
http://bit.ly/GraceHolyTrinity

Work with Rezound! performance coordinator Lisa Mills along with other instructors from the group to learn
techniques and tips to enhance your handbell program. Four topics to be addressed during this intensive seminar
include using handbells in worship, handbell techniques - basic and beyond, ringing with less than a full choir, and
working with young ringers.
Lunch will be served at the church.
Directions (an easy 5-10 minute, 3-block walk):
•
•
•
•
•

From the Marriott main entrance, walk to the right (West 12th St) toward the Folly Theater.
For a more shaded walk, turn left on Central and walk beside the Convention Center to West 13th St.
Turn right and walk beneath the Convention Center along West 13th St.
Cross Broadway, then turn left.
The church is at Broadway and West 14th St.; Founders Hall is off the courtyard.

Dance Intensive
Sheila Beckford

St. James UMC (Sanctuary)

This dance intensive is designed for dancers of all levels. We will explore refreshing creative concepts that will
transform your worship through choreography and other artistic ministries associated with liturgical dance (for
example, flagging). We will then add our gifts to complement the other spiritual gifts and elements during our times of
worship. It will be a joyous time to experience the Lord through movement.
Lunch will be served at St. James UMC.
Transportation will be provided to St. James UMC. Meet Sheila Beckford in the Marriott lobby near the Coffee Shop /
Store, next to the large bar area.

Organ Crawl
Elisa Bickers

Various

Many may not think of Kansas City as a mecca for pipe organs, but with its close proximity to Quimby Pipe Organs, a
fine music conservatory, and a fine church music program in Lawrence, the organ scene is quite robust. Join us on an
organ crawl as we experience some of the area’s finest instruments, including the new Richards, Fowkes & Co. organ
at Village Presbyterian Church, the Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts Casavant organ, and the organs at the
Community of Christ Temple.
Lunch will be served at Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral.
Transportation will be provided. Meet Mark Herris in the Marriott lobby bar, near the waterfall in the back.
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Tuesday, July 16
7:30 - 8:15 a.m.

Abingdon Hymnal Focus Group (pre-registration required)

8:30 a.m.

Morning Prayer & Bible Study with Donna Battle

9:15 - 10:00 a.m.

Vendor / Coffee Break

10:00 a.m.

Plenary with Brittany Stephan

		
Sign up at Event Information Desk (Floor 2) to be part of a
		
focus group for the proposed new UMC hymnal.

Mary Lou Williams B

Basie Ballroom AB

		
The morning prayer and Bible study sessions offer an opportunity
		
to focus and center through the blending of spiritual practice and
		
exposition of scripture. This time will highlight how leading in worship
		
means moving continuously toward a depth of spiritual and emotional maturity.
		

Basie Ballroom Foyer & Balcony
Basie Ballroom AB

		
Building a Table of Diversity and Inclusion: Culture shapes our
		
values, actions, and ultimately our worship experiences. In what ways
		
can liturgical leaders create inclusive and diverse, culturally-conscious ways
		
to lead “the work of the people” as the Gospel is preached, read, sung, and
		
prayed? This plenary will explore the work of Dr. Ruth C. Duck, a prolific
		
writer of hymns and liturgical resources, who has contributed to creating
		
inclusive worship experiences across the globe. In her hymn, “Walls Mark
		
Our Boundaries,” it exclaims, “Tables are round making room for one more,
		
welcoming friends we had not known before. So, build us a table and tear
		
down the wall! Christ is our host, there is room for us all!”

11:30 a.m. Lunch (on your own)
1:00 p.m.		
Explore Kansas City dining. See the Event Information Desk (Floor 2)

		

for dining guides and signups for small groups that will dine out together.

Group Lunches:		
		
2019 & 2021 Convocation Design Teams
Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral
		
2019 Worship Team
Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral
		
Past, Current, & Incoming National Council/Board
Marriott (location TBA)

1:00 - 1:45 p.m.
Choral Reading Session: Music for Fall Sundays
Multi-publisher choral reading session that will include music
		

		
		

Basie Ballroom C

from 7 publishers for special Sundays in the Fall (All Saints,
Reign of Christ, Stewardship/Commitment, Thanksgiving, etc.)

(Tuesday schedule continues on next page)
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Tuesday, July 16
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Seminar I
		
Pavlovitz: Blessed Are the Damn-Givers

Andy Kirk AB

		
Teegarden & Weatherford: Hymns in Modern Style /
		
Beer & Hymns

Basie Ballroom C

		
Seeley: Musician and Clergy Collaboration as a Model
		
for Leadership

Bennie Moten B

		
Swank Fox: Putting the Social Back in Social Media

Julia Lee B

		
Battle (Worship Design Track): Designing and Leading
Multi-faith Worship

Julia Lee A

		
Allen (Worship Design Track): Planning Authentic Worship
in an Excel Spreadsheet Time

Bennie Moten A

		
Bickers: Creative Hymn-Playing: Reimagining
the Possibilities

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral

		Leonard: Handbell Reading Session #1

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral

3:15 - 4:15 p.m.
Seminar II
		
Pavlovitz: Blessed Are the Damn-Givers

Andy Kirk AB

		
Teegarden & Weatherford: Hymns in Modern Style /
		
Beer & Hymns

Basie Ballroom C

		
Seeley: Musician and Clergy Collaboration as a Model
		
for Leadership

Bennie Moten B

		
Swank Fox: Putting the Social Back in Social Media

Julia Lee B

		
Battle (Worship Design Track): Designing and Leading
Multi-faith Worship

Julia Lee A

		
Allen (Worship Design Track): Planning Authentic Worship
in an Excel Spreadsheet Time

Bennie Moten A

		
Bickers: A Survey of Little-Known Service Music

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral

		Leonard: Handbell Reading Session #2

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral

4:30 - 5:15 p.m.
Choral Reading Session: Advent & Christmas
Multi-publisher choral reading session that will include music
		

		

Basie Ballroom C

from 7 publishers for Advent and Christmas.

5:30 - 7:15 p.m.

Dinner (on your own)		

7:00 - 7:15 p.m.

Special Accommodation Bus to Evening Worship

		
Explore Kansas City dining. See the Event Information Desk (Floor 2) for
		
dining guides and signups for small groups that will dine out together.
		
After dinner, walk to UMC Church of the Resurrection Downtown
		
for worship at 7:30 p.m.
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Marriott Lobby

Tuesday, July 16
7:30 p.m.
Evening Worship
			
			

UMC Church of the Resurrection Downtown
1601 Grand Blvd, Kansas City, MO, 64108
http://bit.ly/MarriottRez

8:45 - 9:00 p.m.
Special Accommodation Bus to Hotel
One 56-passenger coach will be making a loop between the church
		
		
		
		

and the hotel. If you are able, walk with the group back to the hotel
and enjoy packing out a Streetcar with all your Fellowship friends!
Remember that walking alone in any downtown area is not recommended.

9:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Beer & Hymns
Beer & Hymns is a community sing-a-long of hymns and cover songs
		

Basie Ballroom

		
		
		

you know by heart. In most cases, these events around the country support
local charities, bringing people together to raise their glasses, raise their voices,
and raise funds for organizations who change the world.

		
		

Soft drinks and bottled water will be available for all, and you can purchase
beer and other libations at bars in the Ballroom.

		
		
		

Our Beer & Hymns event will laugh at the darkness that claims our differences
are too great; that keeps us sheltered and comfortable; that denies a brewery or a
bar room can be holy ground.

		

Let’s laugh at the darkness together.
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Tuesday, July 16
Seminar I (2:00 p.m.)
Blessed Are the Damn-Givers
John Pavlovitz

Andy Kirk AB

These are hazardous days for compassionate people trying to emulate Jesus. The world has never been more in need
of human beings willing to be wounded on behalf of others, people who will step toward the hurt and endeavor to be
agents of healing and justice—but being such people is costly. (This session will be repeated at 3:15 p.m. Tuesday.)

Hymns in Modern Style / Beer & Hymns
Trenton Teegarden & Ken Weatherford

Basie Ballroom C

This seminar will focus on arranging and leading familiar hymns as integral parts of modern worship planning.
Attention will be given to arrangements which work well alongside praise music. In addition, Ken will share the story
of Beer & Hymns, which incorporates classic hymns and cover songs into sing-a-long events that raise funds for local
charities. Utilizing music, approachable venues, and philanthropy, Beer & Hymns is a unique and powerful tool for
fostering community. (This session will be repeated at 3:15 p.m. Tuesday.)

Musician and Clergy Collaboration as a Model for Leadership
Jeffery Seeley

Bennie Moten B

There is an increasing concern in the church today about the lack of collaboration and respect between clergy and
church musicians. This seminar will offer tools to address these questions: How can we engage in good practices that
will move our music ministries forward? What strategies can we use to foster the type of relationships we are called to
model for our congregations? (This session will be repeated at 3:15 p.m. Tuesday.)

Putting the Social Back in Social Media
Carla Swank Fox

Julia Lee B

When it comes to recruitment, retention, and community-building within your ensembles and/or congregation,
personal interactions are key. In this session, we’ll take a look at ways that you can use social media and other online
platforms to supplement and strengthen your efforts in these areas. We’ll also investigate ways that you can leverage
online tools to help increase the visibility of your events in your community. (This session will be repeated at 3:15 p.m.
Tuesday.)

Worship Design Track: Designing and Leading Multi-faith Worship
Donna Battle

Julia Lee A

This seminar will explore the steps and processes to be considered for planning and implementing a multi-faith
worship experience. Participants will interactively learn about two styles of multi-faith worship and have the
opportunity to engage in dialogue as well as question and answer. (This session will be repeated at 3:15 p.m. Tuesday.)
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Tuesday, July 16
Seminar I (2:00 p.m. continued)
Worship Design Track: Planning Authentic Worship in an Excel Spreadsheet Time
Sterling Allen

Bennie Moten A

Whether part- or full-time worship leaders, we are faced with constant distractions. These distractions leave us rushing
to fill in the gaps of worship. We use tools like Planning Center, Elvanto, and Excel to plan worship, but I’m afraid we’re
missing something vital in our preparations. Come and discover how to plan more authentic worship rooted in the
Word during our Excel spreadsheet time. (This session will be repeated at 3:15 p.m. Tuesday.)

** The below seminars are taught only during this session at Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral **
Creative Hymn Playing: Reimagining the Possibilities
Elisa Bickers

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral (Organ Loft)

In this seminar, we will explore ways to freshen our hymn-leading through imaginative rhythms, harmonies, and
registrations. Elisa will also share her favorite reharmonization resources.

Handbell Reading Session #1
Kathy Leonard

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral (Founders Hall)

Spend an hour checking out pieces chosen from the various publishers. Please bring your handbell folder/notebook
and gloves. Packets and selections will be available for purchase following the session.
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Tuesday, July 16
Seminar II (3:00 p.m.)
Blessed Are the Damn-Givers
John Pavlovitz

Andy Kirk AB

Hymns in Modern Style / Beer & Hymns
Trenton Teegarden & Ken Weatherford

Basie Ballroom C

Musician and Clergy Collaboration as a Model for Leadership
Jeffery Seeley

Bennie Moten B

Putting the Social Back in Social Media
Carla Swank Fox

Julia Lee B

Worship Design Track: Designing and Leading Multi-faith Worship
Donna Battle

Julia Lee A

Worship Design Track: Planning Authentic Worship in an Excel Spreadsheet Time
Sterling Allen

Bennie Moten A

** The below seminars are taught only during this session at Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral **
A Survey of Little-Known Service Music
Elisa Bickers

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral (Organ Loft)

We will gather at the organ and travel the whole church year to learn about some voluntaries by lesser known
composers, including Fela Sowande, Carson Cooman, Benjamin Cornelius-Bates, Brenda Portman, and many others
that are sure to make their way into your hearts and music libraries.

Handbell Reading Session #2
Kathy Leonard

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral (Founders Hall)

Handbell standards published in 2005 or earlier that are must-haves for any 3-5 octave choir library. All titles are still
in print. Please bring your handbell folder/notebook and gloves. Packets and selections will be available for purchase
following the session.
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Wednesday, July 17
7:30 - 8:15 a.m.

Abingdon Hymnal Focus Group (pre-registration required)

8:30 a.m.

Morning Prayer & Bible Study with Donna Battle

9:15 - 10:00 a.m.

Vendor / Coffee Break

10:00 a.m.

Plenary with John Pavlovitz

		
Sign up at Event Information Desk (Floor 2) to be part of a
		
focus group for the proposed new UMC hymnal.

Mary Lou Williams B

Basie Ballroom AB

		
The morning prayer and Bible study sessions offer an opportunity
		
to focus and center through the blending of spiritual practice and
		
exposition of scripture. This time will highlight how leading in worship
		
means moving continuously toward a depth of spiritual and emotional maturity.
		

Basie Ballroom Foyer & Balcony
Basie Ballroom AB

		
Ministering at the Bigger Table: The Bigger Table is a beautiful idea,
		
but one that can feel elusive when the rubber meets the road of our
		
communities. How can we extend unconditional welcome and acceptance
		
in a Church increasingly marked by bigotry, fear, and exclusion?
		
How can we create spiritual communities that are big enough for everyone?
		
What is the path forward in days that seem to drive faith communities
		
to opposite poles?
		
Sponsored by Choristers Guild

11:30 a.m. Lunch (on your own)
1:00 p.m.		
Explore Kansas City dining. See the Event Information Desk (Floor 2)

		

for dining guides and signups for small groups that will dine out together.

Group Lunches:		
		
2019 & 2021 Convocation Design Teams
Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral
		
2019 Worship Team
Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral
		
2019-2021 National Fellowship Board
Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral

1:00 - 1:45 p.m.
Choral Reading Session: Lent and Easter
		
Multi-publisher choral reading session that will include music

		

Basie Ballroom C

from 7 publishers for Lent and Easter.

(Wednesday schedule continued on next page)
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Wednesday, July 17
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Seminar I

		

Valdez Barker: Creating Space for Mutuality in Mission

Bennie Moten B

		
Harrison: From Play to Praise: The Poignant, Powerful
		
Child Voice

Basie Ballroom C

		MacKendree: Hymnal Revision Committee

Mary Lou Williams B

		
Moore-Koikoi: What Is So Sacred About Communion?

Andy Kirk AB

		
Pick: Visuals Nuts and Bolts

Julia Lee B

		
Rosine: Vocal Checkup

Mary Lou Williams A

		
Thompson (Worship Design Track): Multigenerational
		
Worship Planning

Julia Lee A

		
Hollan (Worship Design Track): Worshipping Beyond
		
Style Labels

Bennie Moten A

		
Beckford: Dance Seminar and Rehearsal

3:15 - 4:15 p.m.

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral

Seminar II

		

Valdez Barker: Creating Space for Mutuality in Mission

Bennie Moten B

		
Harrison: From Play to Praise: The Poignant, Powerful
		
Child Voice
		MacKendree: Hymnal Revision Committee

Basie Ballroom C
Mary Lou Williams B

		
Moore-Koikoi: What Is So Sacred About Communion?

Andy Kirk AB

		
Pick: Visuals Nuts and Bolts

Julia Lee B

		
Rosine: Vocal Checkup

Mary Lou Williams A

		
Thompson (Worship Design Track): Multigenerational
		
Worship Planning

Julia Lee A

		
Hollan (Worship Design Track): Worshipping Beyond
		
Style Labels

Bennie Moten A

		
Beckford: Dance Seminar and Rehearsal (continued) Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral

4:30 - 5:15 p.m.
Choral Reading Session: Smaller Choirs and “Quick Studies”
Multi-publisher choral reading session that will include music
		

		

5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

from 7 publishers for smaller choirs or “quick studies” for larger choirs.

Dinner and Fellowship Business Meeting
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Basie Ballroom AB

Don’t miss the presentation of The Fellowship’s V. Earle Copes Award!

7:30 p.m.
Evening Worship
			
			
9:30 - 11:00 p.m.

Basie Ballroom C

Fellowship Time

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral
415 W. 13th St., Kansas City, MO, 64105
http://bit.ly/GraceHolyTrinity
Marriott Lobby Bar

Wednesday, July 17
Seminar I & II (2:00 p.m. & 3:15 p.m.)
** The below seminars will be held at 2:00 p.m. and repeated at 3:15 p.m. **
Creating Space for Mutuality in Mission
Amy Valdez Barker

Bennie Moten B

This workshop will focus in on what it means for people to feel accepted, honored and a valued part of communities in
a world where racism, paternalism and sexism seems to be the norm. Coming from a theology of mission that is
striving to be grounded in mutuality, Rev. Valdez Barker will explore possibilities with participants about creating
spaces in worship that allow each member to recognize their value in the sight of God, the Creator of all. She’ll share
experiences of worship in different cultures and communities around the world and will work to draw out community
knowledge to enrich and enliven each person’s experience.

From Play to Praise: The Poignant, Powerful Child Voice
Gretchen Harrison

Basie Ballroom C

Session attendees will learn engaging ways to encourage participation and development of the child voice. In addition
to new techniques, attendees will look at repertoire that builds musicianship and captivate the singer and the audience.
A demonstration children’s choir will be part of the experience, schedule permitting.

Hymnal Revision Committee
Bob MacKendree

Mary Lou Williams B

The hymnal has been a vital tool in carrying the theology of The United Methodist Church for generations. That
function remains important for a new, relevant, and widely used version of The United Methodist Hymnal for primary
use in the United States. This new UM Hymnal is under development and you can both see and influence the broad,
new vision of this exciting resource. Please come to one of our listening sessions and let your voice be part of the
church’s song.

What is So Sacred About Communion?
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi

Andy Kirk AB

This seminar will explore the sacramental nature of communion, including the historical, theological, psycho-social
and practical reasons United Methodists have an open table. It will also explore the ways in which church ministries
and worship experiences can either create and support the spirit of an open table or belie and hinder it.

Visuals Nuts and Bolts
Todd Pick

Julia Lee B

In this seminar Todd will explore his process of planning and execution of the worship visuals for this Convocation
2019: A Place at the Table. A question and answer time will be included.
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Wednesday, July 17
Seminar I & II (2:00 p.m. & 3:15 p.m. continued)
Vocal Checkup
Amy Rosine

Mary Lou Williams A

Do you have questions about your current vocal technique? Do you feel that your voice could use a vocal “check up?”
This seminar will include group work on vocal technique as well as a chance for solo coaching. Participants may bring a
solo (classical, modern, Contemporary Christian) to sing and work on vocal technique with Amy Rosine, voice
professor from Kansas State University with over 25 years experience teaching voice.

Worship Design Track: Multigenerational Worship Planning
Jacqueline Thompson

Julia Lee A

Plan worship content and leadership opportunities that foster growth, understanding, and spiritual uplift for different
generations — especially those non-biologically linked and the most vulnerable of our population. Be intentional in the
“work of the people” so that younger and older generations are included and addressed in all parts of worship. Learn
how to make space for those with mobility issues and other physical challenges. Ensure worship elements are
differentiated so all experience the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Worship Design Track: Worshipping Beyond Style Labels
John Hollan

Bennie Moten A

Many churches tend to label their worship services according to musical style. Words like contemporary, traditional,
or blended seem to rule the day. What if there was a way to live above the worship labels? This session discusses one
church’s journey to finding a unique and diverse multigenerational worship voice. This session will include
opportunities for dialogue and interaction.

** The below seminar begins at 2 p.m. and continues through 4:15 p.m. **
Dance Seminar and Rehearsal
Sheila Beckford

Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral (Sanctuary)

Dancers of all ages, genders, shapes, sizes, and experience levels are welcome to participate in these rehearsals.
Modifications can be made to choreography for any physical ability. We will be preparing simple and worshipful
moments of movement for the service Wednesday evening and, as time allows, exploring the choreography process so
you can implement movement as a part of worship at your home church.
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Thursday, July 18
7:30 - 8:15 a.m.

Abingdon Hymnal Focus Group (pre-registration required)

8:30 a.m.

Morning Prayer & Bible Study with Donna Battle

9:15 - 10:00 a.m.

Vendor / Coffee Break

10:00 a.m.

Plenary with Brian Combs

		
Sign up at Event Information Desk (Floor 2) to be part of a
		
focus group for the proposed new UMC hymnal.

Mary Lou Williams B

Basie Ballroom AB

		
The morning prayer and Bible study sessions offer an opportunity
		
to focus and center through the blending of spiritual practice and
		
exposition of scripture. This time will highlight how leading in worship
		
means moving continuously toward a depth of spiritual and emotional maturity.
		

Basie Ballroom Foyer & Balcony
Basie Ballroom AB

		
The Downtown Welcome Table (a sacramental and subversive response
		
to the Soup Kitchen model of ministry): Eating his way through the Gospels,
		
Jesus constantly shows up at meal times, puts his terrible table manners on
		
full display, and invites, without flinching, all the wrong people to the banquet.
		
Inextricably linking food with faith, he models Christian commensality,
		
showing in his life and life after death that Church can only happen when
		
we eat together.

11:30 a.m. Lunch (on your own)
1:00 p.m.		
Explore Kansas City dining. See the Event Information Desk

		

for dining guides and signups for small groups that will dine out together.

Group Lunches: To be announced

1:00 - 1:45 p.m.
Choral Reading Session: A Place at the Table
		
Multi-publisher choral reading session that will include music

		

2:00 p.m.

from 7 publishers that explores the event theme: A Place at the Table.

Vendors Close

2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Buses to United Methodist Church of the Resurrection
		
Meet beyond the escalators in the lobby. Buses will transport all with

		
		
		

3:00 p.m.

Basie Ballroom C

Marriott Lobby

the transportation pass to Leawood, KS, for the afternoon sessions, worship,
dinner, and concert. NOTE: This is a 45-minute trip. In an emergency,
call 309-235-2697 to arrange transportation to the church or back to the hotel.

Plenary with Adam Hamilton

Sanctuary

(Thursday schedule continued on next page)
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Thursday, July 18
4:15 - 5:30 p.m.

Seminars

		Bogan: “The River of Light” Rehearsal (pre-registration required)

Sanctuary

		Gentile: Creating a Culture of Radical Hospitality in Choirs,
		
Orchestras, and Other Arts Groups
		
Hoeven: Intro to Video Storytelling for Churches
		
Ryan: Creating an Artistic Culture: Modern and Youth Worship Bands
		
Church Building Tours
		
Self-Guided Prayer Walk

5:45 p.m.

Worship

Wesley Chapel

7:00 p.m.

Dinner

Student Center

8:00 p.m.

Concert: “The River of Light”

		
		

The convocation closes with a presentation of “The River of Light,”
featuring the Resurrection Choir and Orchestra. This original oratorio
is based on the stories found in the Resurrection Window.

9:00 - 9:45 p.m.

Reception

9:00 - 9:45 p.m.

Buses back to hotel
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Sponsored by the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection

Sanctuary

Sanctuary Lobby

Thursday, July 18
Seminars at United Methodist Church of the Resurrection (4:15 p.m.)
“The River of Light” Rehearsal
Kevin Bogan

Sanctuary

Pre-registration in the Monday Intensive is required for this rehearsal.

** Information on location of the seminars below will be distributed on the buses and at the church**
Creating a Culture of Radical Hospitality in Choirs, Orchestras, and Other Arts Groups
Yvonne Gentile
Engaging worship and intentional follow-up processes are important, but what compels guests to return to our
churches is the warmth of our welcome and hospitality that goes beyond their expectations. This workshop will share
key principles and methods to create a culture of radical hospitality that permeates your entire congregation.

Intro to Video Storytelling for Churches
Greg Hoeven
You know those commercials that somehow, in 30 seconds, make you laugh, cry or both? Ever wonder how they do
that? Have you been wanting to start using video in your worship services but don’t know how to get started? If you
answered yes to 2 out of 3 of these questions, then this workshop is for you. We’ll watch lots of samples and break down
why they work, or don’t work. And touch briefly on just how little gear you need to truly impact your audience. It’s all
in the power of story.

Creating an Artistic Culture: Modern and Youth Worship Bands
Cory Ryan
It all starts with a STRONG VISION. Learn how to articulate the vision for your modern worship service and how to
create and sell that vision to both leadership and potential artists. We’ll help you create a step-by-step plan and provide
resources to get a modern service off the ground or feed your current service. This workshop will cover ideas about
how to build your artistic team and how to support and love them, all while building a creative home at your church.

Church Building Tours
Meet in the Sanctuary Lobby after the plenary.

Self-Guided Prayer Walk
Explore the outdoor Prayer Walk and take some time in prayer (weather permitting). Printed guides are available in the
Sanctuary Lobby.
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Worship

By Rev. Jennifer Pick,
Worship Design Team Chair

Each of us, at some point in our lives, has been invited to a table — a table of laughter, a table
of memory, a table of fellowship, a table of love, a table of grace, a table of food for body and
soul, a table of acceptance. As we gather to worship this week, we will remain grounded in
and by our table fellowship. Hurting and hopeful, beautiful and broken, doubtful and daring,
we gather here in community around the table where every child of God has a place.
Bread and cup come together on Christ’s Table for a holy purpose. And as these elements of earth are set apart, we sing
heaven’s story over them. We lift them up. We call down the Spirit’s blessing upon them. We break the bread of life and
pour out the cup, overflowing with forgiveness. Centered in Christ and grounded in grace, we share them in community.
The prayer of the Eucharist is a prayer of pattern and promise: Lift … Bless … Break … Share …
Each evening as we gather for worship, we will immerse ourselves in these four gestures of the presider at the
Communion table; gestures which echo the sacramental nature of our lives. When our hearts are lifted, blessed, broken
and shared, we become like bread which nourishes and gives life. We become a living promise of palpable, inclusive,
love made visible for this very moment in the life of our church.
As the Worship Design Team sat around a table of our own here in Kansas City in 2017, we dreamed of embodying a
place where we could bring all of who we are — our haunts, our hurts and our hopes. We dreamed of creating a place
of deep, meaningful relationship. We dreamed of a place where there is always “plenty good room.” After two years
of dreaming and planning, you have travelled to join in the Great Thanksgiving of our very lives. Know that a special
place has been lovingly prepared just for you.

Lifted
Monday Evening: In the traditional liturgy of the Great Thanksgiving, before any of us come to the table we are
charged to lift up our hearts. Just as Jesus commands us to abide in his love, this liturgical command is not a request.
We are to lift up our hearts so that God can pour God’s compassion and forgiveness there. We are to lift up our hearts
as we come to dine with Christ, at his invitation. Perhaps through the lifting of hearts, we too, as the body of Christ can
be remade and re-membered. And if our hearts are shattered and broken by the events of a lifetime of joy and pain,
God still wants them — God wants our lifted hearts, even if they are in pieces. Our opening worship will be at St. James
United Methodist Church, a diverse, rapidly growing church with a rich history. Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Cleaver III will be
our opening preacher. We hope that you come into this space hungry. We hope that even the heaviest of hearts might
be lifted as we take our place at the table.

Blessed
Tuesday Evening: Too often we hear the word “blessed” being used in a way that connotes reward or luck or merit.
When we explore this word through the lens of the table, it is about ordinary things lifted up with thanks and praise
and made holy for a time. There are times in our lives, where we too are lifted up in thankfulness, and made holy. It
is in those times, Christ catches us by surprise and offers a powerful word of blessing upon us. He knows this word,
“blessed.” When still in the womb, Elizabeth pronounced the word over Mary. Mary took the blessing and sang of a
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world in which the lowly are lifted. Perhaps that is why Jesus saw the last, lonely and least, lifted them up and in the
blessing, made them holy. When we are tempted to make this word mundane or about our own accomplishment, may
we turn our eyes to the grieving ones, to the merciful, to the peacemakers, to the humble, to the hungry, as Christ did
and invite them to the table of grace. For this service, we will travel to Church of the Resurrection Downtown. They
have just completed their new modern worship space, designed to reflect the openness of the congregation that meets
there. Our preacher for this service will be Bishop Moore-Koikoi who currently serves the Western Pennsylvania
Conference.

Broken
Wednesday Evening: We are fragile. We are breakable. And, as the Psalmist sings, we are fearfully and wonderfully
made. In the midst of this fearful and wonderful existence, we celebrate with a symbol that breaks, just as we do. As the
bread breaks at our tables, perhaps there is a moment of hushed silence in an otherwise noisy world. We see in the
symbol a reflection of who we are and the Christ we follow. If we do it right, we also allow our carefully built defenses
to crumble little by little, step by step as we journey, open hearted and blessed to the table. We become vulnerable to
our pain and God’s pain in the world. We allow ourselves to be broken open as we participate and receive the visible
grace that can put our lifted hearts back together for the reconciliation of the world. This service will take place at
Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral, a thriving Episcopal parish in downtown Kansas City. Rev. Amy Valdez Barker will be
our preacher for this evening’s service.

Shared
Thursday Evening: This is our chance to eat with our extended family and remember who we are. We learn that what
we do at the Lord’s table should affect what we do at every table. We look around and ask, “Who is not here yet?” “How
shall we widen the invitation?” Our communion with each other doesn’t stop at the table. This is who we are. This is
our story. This is our song. This table allows us to envision a world where everyone has enough, and no one goes away
hungry or feels unwanted. This place can be a place of healing. Here, there can be a place where, even for a moment or
two, life breaks open and joy abounds with thanksgiving. Sharing meals, telling and re-telling the stories of our lives
and God’s life in us, and serving together for community and world, Christ suggests that maybe there might be another
way to live. That there might just be time to say grace and be fed. For our closing worship we will be at the Leawood
campus of Church of the Resurrection. Rev. Brian Combs will be preaching. His ministry focuses around the welcome
table where downtown business people can share a meal and worship with their homeless neighbors. Lawyers sit next
to panhandlers, and addicts alongside financial analysts.

Christ has invited you to the table so that you might extend that invitation and table
fellowship to those who feel like there is no place at the table for them. Many of us feel the
seismic shifts that are taking place in our denomination. It is my hope that rooting ourselves
deeply in the sacrament of table, of visible grace, we might regain the footing that we have lost
along the way. It is my hope that the table feeds you with comfort food and nourishes your
soul. It is my hope that after a week around the table, little glimpses of where grace breaks
open will help us all to see that life just might win again — all because of an invitation to
dinner that has room for all.
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SAVE THE DATE
Music & Worship Arts Week 2020
June 21–26, 2020
Worship Theme:
20/20 Vision
Do you have 20/20 vision? At Music & Worship Arts Week 2020,
everyone will be invited into the clarity that comes when we look through
the lens of God’s 20/20 vision. With sharpened focus we will seek out and
celebrate the many and diverse ways we see God’s image in each other
and in creation. Our time together at Lake Junaluska will equip us to see
and proclaim God’s reality, which is so different from the political and
cultural reality that hijacks our vision in daily life. Come join us to embrace
God’s 20/20 vision of love and justice!

Leadership:
Laura Jaquith Bartlett
Shalom Agtarap
Joby Bell
Nathan Crabtree
Quint Harris
Jackson Henry
Martha Stewart Matthews
Mark Miller
Vincent Oakes
Michael Preacely
Amanda Quist
Amanda Page Smith

Worship Designer
Preacher
Worship Organist and Recitalist
DRUM
Intermediate Handbells
Young Adult Choir
Advanced Handbells
Senior High Choir
Middle High Choir
Older Elementary Choir
Chamber Choir
Younger Elementary Choir

* Leadership subject to change; additional leadership to be named

2020 Music & Worship Arts Week Design Team
Todd Wilson – Design Team Chair
Jan McNair – Worship Area
Blaine Russell – Adult and Youth Choral Area
Amanda Craft – Children’s Choral Area
Carolyn Blake – Handbell Area
Joy Chappell – Dance Area
Frank Shroyer – Event Manager
David Bone – Fellowship Executive Director
Carla Swank Fox – Fellowship Communications Director

Leadership

Sterling Martin Allen is the Director of Music and Worship Arts Ministries at Good
Shepherd UMC in Cypress, TX. There he conducts the Chancel Choir, the Chancel
Orchestra, and oversees the multifaceted music and worship program. Dr. Allen has
a driving passion for sacred choral masterworks and regularly conducts these works
with choirs and orchestras in the United States and Europe, and has commissioned a
number of works, including Rev. Dr. Brian Wren’s “Glory to God,” a hymn of praise
celebrating the 2011 Ordination Service for the Texas Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church. In demand as a conductor, he has conducted concerts
throughout the United States as well as in England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and France. With an eagerness to
work with young artists, students, and conductors, he regularly adjudicates singing and choral competitions,
works with high school choirs in preparation for competition and with church choirs eager to expand their
ministry, musicianship, and repertoire. Sterling holds degrees in music, sacred music, and theology from the
Hurley School of Music at Centenary College of Louisiana, the Butler School of Music at The University of
Texas at Austin, and from the Webber Institute. He is a protégé of Dr. Will K. Andress and the late Dr. Gerre
Hancock. In 2010, he completed his dissertation entitled “Developing a Better Understanding of the Ordo
Salutis Through the Lyrical-Theology of Charles Wesley” with Dr. Don E. Saliers (Professor Emeritus of
Theology at the Chandler School of Theology at Emory University).
Troy Armstrong is a composer, arranger, and conductor based in Kansas City. He is
currently the Composer & Arranger in Residence with the United Methodist Church
of the Resurrection music department in Leawood, KS. His duties include writing
and arranging musical numbers for their choirs and orchestras to perform on a
weekly basis. Troy’s works have been performed throughout the United States,
Central America, and Europe in venues including the Kennedy Performing Arts
Center in Washington, D.C. and Cadogan Hall in London, England. In his spare
time, Troy enjoys cooking, writing poetry, and hiking the wooded trails around his
home. He is a lifelong fan of meteorology and is constantly fascinated by all of earth’s weather phenomena.
Troy is a member of ASCAP and holds music composition degrees from the University of Texas at Austin
(M.M.) and the University of Southern California (B.M.). His teachers have included Dan Welcher, Donald
Grantham, Frank Ticheli, Morten Lauridsen, Yevgeniy Sharlat, Stephen Hartke, and Donald Crockett. His
music can be found and purchased exclusively at SkywardHarmony.com.

Amy Valdez Barker is executive director of Global Mission Connections at the
General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church, a role that puts
her in touch with conferences and congregations throughout the worldwide network
of United Methodist and ecumenical mission partnerships. She is an ordained deacon
in the North Georgia Annual Conference and a graduate of the University of Iowa in
communication studies and holds both master’s and doctoral degrees from GarrettEvangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, IL. Before joining Global Ministries,
Amy was the top executive of the Connectional Table. She is interested in how
churches deal with trust issues both internally and with their communities and recently completed a book on
the subject, “Trust by Design: The Beautiful Behaviors of an Effective Church Culture” (Abington Press). She
and her husband, Rich, and their two children live in Lilburn, GA.
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Donna Coletrane Battle currently serves as the Chaplain at Meredith College in
Raleigh, NC. A native of Yanceyville, NC, she previously served as the Executive
Pastor of the Way Christian Center in Berkeley, CA, as well as Life Coach and
Associate Dean of the Chapel at Shaw University. For the past 15 years, Donna has
been engaging and facilitating groups in the areas of building healthy relationships,
spirituality, identity, cultivating ethics, values, diversity, conflict resolution and
justice. She has led trainings and retreats for groups at Shaw University, NC State
University, Intervarsity, UC Berkeley, Catholic Charities, Volunteers of America and
various other organizations and churches across the northeast and in California. On July 15, 2001, Donna
was licensed to preach by Blackwell Missionary Baptist Church, and she was ordained in May 2005 by the
Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association. Donna holds a B.A. in Public Relations from NC A&T State
University, an M.Div. from Duke University and a Ph.D. in Marriage and Family Therapy at Eastern
University. She is married to Dedrick Nathaniel Battle and together they have three terrific children: Caio,
Coletrane and Calum. Meditating, spending time with her family, reading, movies, counseling, preaching and
teaching are among Donna’s greatest joys in life.
Sheila M. Beckford is the Senior Pastor of Wethersfield UMC in Wethersfield, CT.
She is an Ordained Elder of the New York Annual Conference. She chairs the Black
Methodist for Church Renewal NYAC-Chapter and co-chairs the NYAC
Commission of Religion and Race and serves on the worship team for the NYAC as
the dance coordinator. Rev. Beckford is a talented dancer who uses her gift of dance as
a powerful instrument to minister to God’s people. Her passions are justice, worship,
dance, and youth and children. She believes how one treats worship, God’s children,
and God’s creation, on the whole, is indicative of how one treats God. She loves God
and uses every God-given instrument to display this love.
Elisa Williams Bickers is the Associate Director of Music and Principal Organist at
Village Presbyterian Church in Prairie Village, KS, where she leads the Alegría Young
Adult Choir and the Village Ringers handbell ensemble. Bickers has served on the
music faculties of the UMKC Conservatory and Washburn University as instructor
of organ and harpsichord. She is the harpsichordist/organist for the Bach Aria
Soloists, a Kansas City-based chamber music ensemble devoted to the works of
Johann Sebastian Bach and those inspired by him. Active as a solo and collaborative
organist, harpsichordist, and pianist, Bickers has performed in Germany, Austria, the
Czech Republic, Ireland, Norway, Denmark, Italy, and Thailand, as well as all over the United States. She has
collaborated with such musical groups as the Te Deum Chamber Ensemble, the Spire Chamber Ensemble,
and the Grammy award-winning Kansas City Chorale, as well as the Kansas City Symphony. A native of
Clinton, MD, Bickers began her organ studies with the Potomac Organ Institute. She has degrees in church
music and organ performance from Texas Christian University (B.M., M.M.) and the University of
Kansas (D.M.A.). She has competed and won prizes in the William Hall Competition, National Young Artists’
Competition in Organ Performance (NYACOP), and the International Buxtehude Competition. During her
studies at KU, she was presented with the Carlin Award for excellence in teaching, the highest honor possible
for graduate students at the university. She has also earned the Fellow certificate from the American Guild of
Organists, the Guild’s most advanced certification. Bickers served as chair for New Music for the 2018 AGO
National Convention, held in Kansas City, and is currently the Dean of the Greater Kansas City chapter of
the American Guild of Organists. She makes her home in Overland Park, along with husband Robert, their
daughter Isabel, two chubby cats, four average-sized fish, and a harpsichord built by Thomas Pixton.
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Matt Bisel is the Pastor of Discipleship and Worship at United Methodist Church of
the Resurrection – Downtown. He serves the downtown community by directing and
coordinating small groups, community life and in worship planning. Matt is also a
worship leader, musician and songwriter. He brings together seminary training,
pastoral experience and musicality to his song writing. His most recent project, a
collection of original hymns, are featured on the COR Worship Collective Live Album,
music videos at TheHolyOrdinary.com. Matt writes hymns and modern Christian
music that is rooted in Wesleyan tradition and theology.

Kevin Bogan is completing his fifteenth year as the Director of Traditional/Blended
Worship Arts at the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, KS.
He is a past president of The Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship
Arts and has served twice as the Design Team Chair — for the 2005 50th
Anniversary Convocation in San Francisco and the 2019 Convocation in Kansas
City. Kevin is also the R&S Music and Worship Chair for the Kansas Choral
Directors Association. Under his direction the choirs and orchestra at the United
Methodist Church of the Resurrection have performed at the London New Year’s
Day celebration, Carnegie Hall in New York City, and The Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC. Kevin is the
executive director of Christmas at Resurrection, the seasonal holiday event that is presented to over 15,000
people annually in the Kansas City area. Kevin is an active board member for the Spires Ensemble, a national
choral ensemble that performs nationwide, and the Leawood Stage Company in Leawood, KS. He is a
frequent guest clinician having led workshops at Lake Junaluska, NC, Washington, DC, and many other
locations throughout the country. He was a featured presenter on a recent Wesleyan England tour which
incorporated the history of the Wesleys with the history of Wesleyan hymnody. Kevin is also active in local
professional theater as an actor, director and musical director.
Emanuel Cleaver III is a dynamic clergyman whose diverse and vast influence
stretches from the church he leads in Kansas City, MO, to the outlying areas of West
Africa. He has served as the senior pastor of St. James UMC since 2009 and is known
for his dynamic sermon delivery. Dr. Cleaver holds a D.Min. from St. Paul School of
Theology and an M.Div. from Methodist Theological School in Ohio. He has been a
guest preacher at S.T. Nagbe UMC in Monrovia, Liberia, as well as numerous
churches, seminaries, and church organizations across the United States. He also was
among a group that visited Turkey to promote healthy dialogue between Christians
and Muslims in the area. Dr. Cleaver was a participant in the Lewis Community
Leadership Fellows program at Wesley Theological Seminary and elected a delegate for the 2008 and 2012
South Central Jurisdictional Conferences as well as the 2012 General Conference. In 2013, he received the
John and Ruth Mount Alumni Award, Methodist Theological School’s highest honor for former students,
specifically recognizing parish ministry.
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Converted by an in-the-gutter low Christology, Rev. Brian Combs was confronted by
the incarnate Jesus on the homeless streets where pauper, prostitute and pusher loiter
about. Convicted by John Wesley’s social holiness and the Gospel’s parabolic
precedent, he founded the Haywood Street Congregation in Asheville, NC — an
unapologetically Christian communion of sober and intoxicated, homeless and
housed, sane and unstable, derelict and disciple, and a kingdom of God glance that
subverts paternalistic evangelism and poverty tourism, while prioritizing the most
marginalized, assuming the disinherited are Immanuel.
Carla Swank Fox is the Communications Director for The Fellowship and an adjunct
faculty member in Interactive Media and Journalism in the College of Media and
Entertainment at Middle Tennessee State University. She is co-founder of Craft
Content Nashville, an annual “un-conference” event for digital content creators in
the Mid South. An accomplished writer, producer and social strategist, Carla was a
reporter, copy editor and webcast producer for the Beaver County Times near
Pittsburgh, PA, where she won a Bronze Telly Award for webcast production. She also
worked as a writer, editor and network producer for Rivals.com and Yahoo! Sports.
Carla has been a church musician for more than 20 years and currently is active in the music department
at West End UMC in Nashville, TN, as a member of the Chancel Choir and Joy Ringers, and director of the
youth handbell ensemble. Previously, she served seven years as resident pianist at Coraopolis UMC outside
of Pittsburgh, where she also directed the contemporary ensemble, “Two or More.” Carla holds a B.A. in
Communication, Media Production and Corporate Communication as well as an M.S. in Organizational
Studies and Leadership, both from Robert Morris University in Pittsburgh. She lives in Nashville with her
husband, David.
Adam Hamilton is the founding pastor of the United Methodist Church of the
Resurrection in Leawood, KS. The church began in 1990 with four people (Adam’s
wife, LaVon and their two small children) and a dream of creating a congregation
where thinking people — non-religious and nominally religious people — would
become committed followers of Jesus Christ. In the years since, the church has
become the largest United Methodist Church in the denomination with over 20,000
children, youth and adult members and an average weekend worship attendance of
10,000. Rev. Hamilton is the author of 22 books published by Abingdon Press and
Harper. His writings are known for helping readers to make sense of challenging theological questions, to
explore the significance of the biblical stories, and equipping Christian leaders to be more effective in their
work. His books have received numerous awards and have been used in over 20,000 mainline churches
across the country. Adam believes that vital mainline churches are key to reaching new generations of young
adults who have been turned off by more fundamentalist expressions of the Christian faith. In the last eight
years he has spoken to over 70,000 Christian leaders in 40 states on leadership and strategies for missional
outreach. In 2012 he was asked by the White House to deliver the message at the National Prayer Service, a
part of President Obama’s second inaugural activities. Recipient of numerous awards and honorary degrees,
Adam earned his M.Div. at Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University where he received the
B’nai B’rith Award in Social Ethics. He graduated with honors from Oral Roberts University with a degree in
Pastoral Ministry. Adam has been married to LaVon since 1982, and she has been a critical partner in every
dimension of Adam’s work. They have two daughters and one granddaughter.
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Now in her 30th year of teaching choral music, Gretchen Harrison is currently the
choir director at Frontier Middle School in the Olathe School District in Olathe, KS.
She also has been part of the artistic staff of Allegro Choirs of Kansas City since 2005,
directing one of the choirs (Vivo) and assisting with two additional choirs (Moto and
Brio). She earned a Bachelor’s in Music Education from Wichita State University and
a Master’s in Music Education from the University of Missouri-Kansas City. She has
completed her Level III endorsement in CME (Choral Music Experience). After
serving in various district and state-level leadership positions, she is the past
National Chairperson for Junior High and Middle School Repertoire and Standards for the American
Choral Directors Association and is currently the National ACDA Repertoire and Resources Chairperson
for Youth Services. She was recognized in 2003, 2009, 2015 and 2016 as “Outstanding Middle Level Choral
Educator” for Northeast Kansas Music Educators Association. The Olathe Education Foundation honored
her in 2015 with their “Outstanding Educator” designation. Gretchen also enjoys serving the profession as a
guest presenter and clinician and has served in Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Tennessee, Mississippi, Illinois,
North Carolina State Treble Honor Choir and the Georgia All-State 6th Grade choir. She is on staff with
VanderCook University (Chicago) as MS Choral Music Education teacher and is active in ACDA, KCDA and
NAfME and KMEA.
John Hollan has served in local church worship ministry for more than 30 years,
currently serving in his eleventh year as Worship Pastor and Vocational Elder at
Blue Valley Baptist Church in Overland Park, KS. A graduate of the Church Music
program at the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, John has spent much of his
ministry career seeking ways to be more effective in working with congregant
volunteers. Believing it is one thing to work with trained musicians and another
thing entirely to work with the untrained who feel called to serve, he routinely
integrates word-pictures and life-experiences into his rehearsals, tying them to
Scripture and discipleship methods, and he leverages evolving technology to give novice musicians the tools
they need to be successful both in their personal spiritual journey and their calling to serve in worship
ministry. In his free time, he has a very active presence in the Kansas City theatre community as a hair and
makeup designer/stylist. He has been joyfully married to Melinda for the past 29 years and they have three
beautiful and talented daughters.
Justin Huey is the Director of Worship Arts at Church of the Resurrection –
Downtown. He leads a vibrant community of artists, volunteer musicians and song
writers. Justin’s vision of creativity and community has inspired a host of collaborative
projects, which he manages and produces, including COR Worship Collective and
Glory Revival. At Resurrection – Downtown Justin has created a unique style of
worship that holds onto the tradition of hymnody while at the same time leading
the way in modern worship music.
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Church and music have always been a part of Kathy Leonard’s life, starting with her
baptism as an infant on Christmas Day, and cementing itself as a calling when she
requested the 1966 Methodist Hymnal as her confirmation gift from the church at
age 11. (She already had two Bibles, and what she really wanted was her own hymnal!)
She participated in children’s choir, youth choir, adult choir, and accompanied
various groups from her hometown Simpson UMC in Alta Vista, KS, through her
Bethany College years (Music Education - Choral Concentration major), while
teaching in Minneapolis, KS, and Holton, KS, and in Manhattan, KS, where she has
lived and worked since 1981. Marrying Evan Leonard in 1982 (they met in 1972 at a Sub-District UMYF
meeting), they found their church home at First UMC, Manhattan, and have been active in many facets of
church life. Kathy found her true church music passion in the handbell ministry, learning to ring in 1990. She
rings with Allegro Ringers, and since 2007 has directed the children, youth, and adult beginning bell choirs.
In January 2015, she began directing Spirit Ringers (day-time adult choir), and she loves the challenge of
working with all ages and stages of ringers. Kathy served as AGEHR/HMA Kansas Chair (2007-2010), Area 8
Membership Chair (2011-2012), and Area 8 Secretary (2012-2016). Days are spent as the IT Contracts
Administrator for Kansas State University. Evenings and weekends not spent at church are filled with
working K-State sporting events, quilting, reading, and spending time with Evan, their daughter Amanda and
her special guy Brent, and grandpuppy Brie.
Bob MacKendree joined the United Methodist Publishing House in 2000, bringing a
career background in music and business management to UMPH Music
Publishing. Bob also has 30 years’ experience as Director of Music Ministries in
local United Methodist churches, most recently serving at Rehoboth UMC in
Gallatin, TN. Bob’s choral experience includes a lifelong involvement in church
choirs and a five-year stint with the Nashville Symphony Chorus. (Highlight:
Mahler’s 8th – transforming experience!) He is currently the Project Manager for the
United Methodist Hymnal and for the new music and worship resources collection.
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi was elected bishop of The United Methodist Church
in July 2016 and began her assignment in the Western Pennsylvania Annual
Conference on September 1 of that year. She earned a B.A. in psychology from Loyola
College in Maryland, and an M.A. and advanced certification in school psychology
from the University of Maryland. She worked as a school psychologist for Anne
Arundel County Public Schools for 17 years before answering her call to
ordained ministry. She completed her M.Div. at Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington, DC, in 2007. She served as pastor of a small church in East Baltimore
and as associate pastor at Calvary UMC, a large congregation in Annapolis. Ordained an elder in 2010, she
served on the staff and as district superintendent of the Baltimore-Washington Conference. She was
serving as superintendent of the Baltimore Metropolitan District when elected a Bishop. Bishop
Moore-Koikoi says she sees the work of bishops as “overseeing the work of the church, working prophetically,
evangelically and apostolically with all as they cooperate with the Grace of God.” A key component of that,
she believes, is leaving space for the transforming movement of the Holy Spirit, especially at times when the
denomination is divided and many people wonder what the future holds. “That’s spiritual work —
remembering who God is and who God has called us to be,” she said. “We got God, so we got this.” Her vision
is of a diverse church that embraces justice and the life-saving love of Christ. As a bishop, she’s committed to
work for that. It won’t be easy, she said, “but I remind myself, God has got this. God is in control.”
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John Pavlovitz is a writer, pastor, and activist from Wake Forest, NC. In the past five
years, his blog Stuff That Needs To Be Said has reached a diverse worldwide audience.
A 22-year veteran in the trenches of local church ministry, John is committed to
equality, diversity and justice — both inside and outside faith communities. In 2017,
he released his first book, A Bigger Table. His second book, Hope and Other
Superpowers, arrived in November 2018.

Todd Pick is a United Methodist elder in full connection. He currently serves two
rural churches deep in the heart of Texas. After leading congregations of all sizes and
working at the juridical level in church revitalization, he has learned that God is
always doing a new thing! Todd is also an award-winning graphic designer who
views artistic expression as a vehicle for proclamation and prayer. With a passion for
creating liturgical art that supports and enhances the act of worship, Todd has served
as the visual artist for both the 2012 and 2016 General Conference of the United
Methodist Church. He has served on design teams for convocations of The Fellowship
in Orlando, Indianapolis and Kansas City. He has created visuals for various conferences, including
Music and Liturgical Arts Week at Lake Junaluska. He is a featured expert on Marcia McFee’s Worship Design
Studio. He has been commissioned to create paraments, banners and logo designs for churches across the
country. Todd holds an M.Div. from Drew Theological School where he was artist-in-residence from 2007 to
2009 and was twice awarded the Hoyt L. Hickman Award for Liturgical Studies. He later returned as adjunct
faculty to teach “Imago Christi: Worship and Visual Arts.” Graduating summa cum laude from Syracuse
University with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Illustration, Todd worked in advertising and communications
before entering the ministry. Blessed to have a partner in life and in ministry, Todd and Rev. Jennifer Pick
enjoy consulting, writing and teaching about multi-sensory worship. For more of his artwork, visit
wordmadeimage.com.
Rezound! is an auditioned community handbell ensemble with
members from throughout the greater Kansas City area. Established in
June 2001, the ensemble is dedicated to promoting the art and skill of
handbell ringing in performance, serving the community through
varied educational endeavors, and providing the highest quality and
challenging outlet for skilled handbell musicians. This nationallyacclaimed ensemble has captivated audiences around the country with
their expressive music and engaging style. In addition to a year-round concert schedule in the Kansas City
region, Rezound! has enjoyed successful tours throughout the Midwest and has collaborated with area choral
groups and other handbell choirs in a variety of concert settings. The ensemble shares the stage with the
Kansas City Symphony and Symphony Chorus on their annual Christmas Festival concerts and has
entertained fellow musicians at Handbell Musicians of America regional and national events. With
education being integral to the group’s focus, members have served as clinicians and instructors at local,
regional and national events. The ensemble enjoys getting out into the community by performing an annual
holiday concert for the Salvation Army’s adult rehabilitation center and offering educational programs in
metro area churches and schools, giving participants a hands-on experience with bells. Visit rezound.org for
more information.
37

Leadership

Amy Rosine has enjoyed performing opera, musical theatre, oratorio, solo and
chamber recitals. Stage performances include the Lyric Theatre of Dallas, Ft. Worth
Opera, Brownwood Regional Theatre, Civic Opera of Kansas City, and Kansas
Concert Opera. She has also performed with Opera in the Ozarks, St. Charles Music
and Arts Festival and Lake Placid Institute. She is a recipient of the Alpha Corrine
Mayfield Award in Opera Performance from the National Federation of Music Clubs.
Currently, Dr. Rosine also serves as the Chancel Choir director at First UMC in
Manhattan, KS. Singing has taken her to the Čzech Republic, where she performed
recitals in Dobřichovice and Český Krumlov with pianist Jaroslav Šaroun, from the Music Academy of
Prague. For over a decade, Amy has teamed up with clarinetist Sandra Mosteller as the Sorores Duo. The
ensemble features music of the Holocaust and contemporary music for soprano and clarinet. The duo has
been featured at conferences of the National Association of Teachers of Singing, College Music Society and
Sigma Alpha Iota. Amy has been a guest artist at several institutions, performing and giving masterclasses
throughout the United States. She has been teaching voice for over 25 years and will begin her 11th year on
the faculty of Kansas State University. She holds degrees from Truman State University (B.M.E.), University
of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory (M.M.) and University of Kansas (D.M.A.). She taught at the
International Opera Performing Experience in Mercatello sul Metauro, Italy, Riverside Lyric Opera in
California, and Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp. Along with teaching, Amy has directed children, youth and adult
church choirs. Professional memberships include National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS),
College Music Society, Sigma Alpha Iota and The Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts.
Jeffery Seeley, Executive Director of Partnership for Music Ministry Renewal, Inc.,
holds a D.Min. degree from Emory University, and M.Mus. in Choral Conducting
from Mansfield University, an M.Div. from Drew University, and a B.A. from
Lycoming College. Prior to his current nonprofit work, Dr. Seeley was the Associate
Professor of Church Music at Mercer University. An ordained pastor and minister of
music, Dr. Seeley has held music ministry positions, often accompanied by pastoral
responsibilities, for over 40 years.
Brittany Stephan is an elder from the Indiana Conference and currently serves in
extension ministry as the Associate Director for Multi-Cultural Vibrancy for the
Michigan Conference. She has received a Bachelor of Arts in Religion, Organizational
Communication, and Peace & Conflict Studies from Butler University and a Master
of Divinity degree from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary with a
concentration in Liturgy & Music Across Cultures under the advisement of
Drs. Cynthia A. Wilson and Ruth C. Duck. A third-generation Methodist, Brittney
grew up on a dirt road outside of Huntington, IN. She has spent the last decade living
in Indianapolis, Chicago, and currently Metro Detroit working in a variety of contexts
for The United Methodist Church. Much of her role in the Michigan Conference consists of engaging
individuals and teams alike to build our cultural proficiency in a way that moves us toward an anti-biased/
anti-racist identity that seeks to diversify worship experiences and leadership as a collective whole. Prior to her
appointment in Michigan, Brittney served in a cross-cultural ministry setting at the only historic
African-American United Methodist Church on Chicago’s North Shore. She has spent time in Zimbabwe at
Africa University, initiated a campus ministry at Butler University, and served as a youth leader for a number of
years. These experiences have provided her with a deep passion to equip, engage, and empower individuals and
teams to foster equitable communities of learning.
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Trenton Teegarden serves as Minister of Contemporary Music and Worship Arts at
Pulaski Heights UMC in Little Rock, AR, where he plans and leads two modern-style
services on Sunday mornings followed by Sunday evening youth worship. A native of
Nashville, TN, Trenton has a Bachelor’s in Church Music from Martin Methodist
College and a Master’s in Music Ministry from Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary. Trenton is married to Jessie Waddell Teegarden, an ordained deacon in the
Arkansas Conference.
Jacqueline Thompson is an ordained elder in the Iowa Conference of The United
Methodist Church. Prior to earning her M.Div., she worked as a church musician in
Ohio, Missouri and Iowa. For over 20 years, she owned the Potpourri Fine Arts
Academy in Ottumwa, IA, where she instructed both children and adults in music,
dance and drama. She holds a permanent professional teaching certificate in Iowa
and earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of Missouri-Kansas
City Conservatory of Music & Dance. Jackie was a member of the Worship Design
Team for The Fellowship’s 2017 convocation.
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